
  
Time Travel Architecture! 

 

 

The study of architecture is based on 
recognition of visual clues evident in 
changing building methods, materials, 
and design philosophies over time. This 
timeline challenge focuses on forms 
from the Colonial period to prior to the  
American Civil War. Use the images 
and text clues to solve the Caesar 
cipher messages from the Breakout 
challenge! 
 
Architectural styles and periods tended 
to change gradually in the past, with 
new "eras" declared more frequently the 
closer we get to our own time.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year Structure Background 

1610 

 

 Pedro de Peralta,  
newly appointed  
governor of the  
Spanish territory  
covering most of the  
American Southwest,  
began construction  
on the Palace of the  
Governors at Santa Fe. 

1625 

 

The family of  
Tomas González y  
Hernandez & Maria  
Francisco de Guevara 
build a home in  
St. Augustine,  
capital of Spanish 
La Florida. 

1638 

 

One of the oldest  
surviving log houses  
built by Finnish settlers  
in New Sweden colony,  
Braman-Nothnagle  
Log House is in 
Swedesboro,  
modern New Jersey. 



1647 

 

Cathedral-Basilica  
Notre-Dame de Quebec, 
New France, is the  
oldest example of 
Neoclassical stone 
architecture in the  
Americas  

1735 

 

John Adams  
Birthplace in Quincy,  
Massachusetts. is a  
saltbox home and the 
oldest existing building  
within which a future  
President of the  
United States  
was born. 

1753 

 

Built to house the colonial  
legislature in Philadelphia,  
Pennsylvania as a proud  
example of Georgian  
architecture, it later  
earned the title  
Independence Hall,  
where the United States  
Declaration of  
Independence and  
Constitution were debated. 



1805 

 

Hamilton Hall in Salem,  
Massachusetts was  
designed by Samuel  
McIntire in Federal  
style: neoclassical  
elements, large windows,  
and a decorative yet  
restrained appearance. 

1842 

 

American architects  
turned to Greek  
Revival style as the  
nation strived to be a  
“new Athens,” a trend 
evident in government 
buildings and banks  
of the period. 

1844 

 

Blandwood, the  
Residence of  
pre-Civil War North  
Carolina Governor 
John Morehead, was 
constructed in the  
Italianate style by  
Alexander Jackson  
Davis as an alternative  
to Greek Revival style.  

 
 
 


